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set on foot, and an anonymous work, The Government of
South Africa, helped to direct vague aspirations into prac-
ticable channels.   In this state of things the four Colonial
Parliaments were willing to send representatives to the
memorable Convention which met at Durban in the October
of 1908.   Mr. Brand, who acted as secretary to the Trans-
vaal delegates, has thus described the Convention:   'Its
outstanding characteristic was the preponderance of the
farming element, which is everywhere supposed to  be
essentially conservative in its nature.   Out of the thirty-
three delegates, about one-third were farmers pure and
.simple; the interests of several of the remainder, such as
Dr. Smartt and Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, lie largely in farm-
ing; and still others, such as General Smuts, Mr. Hull, Sir
Henry de Villiers, and a few more, though not themselves
actually engaged in farming, are directly interested in it.
There were, in addition, about ten lawyers, two or three
men connected with commerce and mining, two journalists,
and three ex-officials/    ' Botha, Steyn, Smuts, De la Key,
and De Wet, recognized leaders of the Dutch, have, by
their conduct in the struggle for independence, fully earned
the confidence and trust of their people; and the qualities
that sustained them in war have now been displayed for
their country's benefit in the peaceful campaign for union.
On the British side, too, the delegates present at the Con-
vention were men whose natural capacities had brought
them to the front in the struggles of the last ten or fifteen
years.   As examples it is only necessary to mention the
names of Dr. Jameson, Sir George Farrar, and Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick.   Then there were others, 'elder statesmen*
and men of South African reputation, whose long and bitter
political struggles, whether in the Cape Colony or elsewhere,
might well have warped their judgements, but upon whom
the events of the last three or four years appear to have
had a mellowing effect.'
Unlike the framers of the' Australian Constitution the
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